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the Czech demands, declared at the time when the
Concordat was under discussion that the variety of
languages was one of the evil consequences of the
building of the tower of Babel which should be
abolished, and emphasised the necessity of a centralised
State. Even now they are not irreconcilable opponents
of centralisation, but what they desire is to see Rome
made the centre for all affairs of importance. For
them a centralised Austria, under its present constitu-
tion, is an abomination. But a centralised Austria
held together by Ultramontanism and thoroughly
permeated with it, with a Vienna Star Chamber policy,
like that of Metternich, coercing, in co-operation with
Rome and the old nobility, all the contending nation-
alities and utilising them for their own ends and those
of the Pope, far from being repugnant to them, would
be the realisation of their ideal. And the members of
our landed aristocracy who have fallen into line with
these ecclesiastical allies of the Czechs have exactly the
same ideas on the subject.

" I repeat, the Czech sentiment of these nobles is a
mere pretence. It is as false as the zeal which they
manifest for Bohemian autonomy. Two and a half
centuries ago, their forefathers, as the servants of
ecclesiastical and political reaction, and as tools of the
Jesuits, opposed Bohemian autonomy with their whole
might, and were rewarded by being put into possession
of the estates of the Bohemian nobility. [The
Schwarzenbergs could tell a tale on that subject.
They have taken over the views of their ancestors with
the estates which they have inherited. They will only
support the Slav agitation for a time, and with the
secret intention of dropping it at a suitable opportunity.
In their hands the Czech peasant serves merely as the